
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL, THE 
ARCHITECT HAS PRODUCED A 
HOUSE THAT UTILISES NATURAL 
MATERIALS THAT ARE BOTH 
ELEGANT IN THEIR SIMPLICITY, YET 
REPRESENT A STRONG APPROACH 
TO SUSTAINABLE DESIGN.
THIS HOUSE INCORPORATES 
GOOD ORIENTATION, APPROPRIATE 
INSULATION, GOOD NATURAL LIGHT 
AND PROVIDES ABUNDANT CROSS 
FLOW VENTILATION, PROVIDING A 
BUILDING THAT IS COMFORTABLE, 
WITHOUT THE NEED FOR AIR 
CONDITIONING . . .
ULTIMATELY THIS HOUSE 
PROVES THAT AN INTELLIGENT 
AND CREATIVE APPROACH 
INCORPORATING SUSTAINABLE 
PRINCIPALS AND MATERIALS CAN 
PRODUCE AN ARCHITECTURALLY 
STRONG BUILDING, PROUD OF ITS 
ESD INSPIRED ROOTS.”
JURY CITATION AIA (SA) 2013 
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This house is nestled into coastal dunes 250 metres from the surf at Goolwa Beach 
in South Australia. It has been designed to maximise its relationship with and 
connection to this wonderful dune landscape.

The climatic conditions are extremely variable, featuring strong winds (bearing sand, 
salt and rain) from the south west quadrant, cooling on-shore breezes (SE to SW), hot 
northerlies and occasional breathless warm nights. Accordingly the house has been 
designed to mitigate the less pleasant conditions while maximising the benefi ts of the 
benign weather events. Timber decks to the north and south provide outdoor living 
opportunities in almost every kind of weather. Variable shading to the northern deck 
provides amenity in both winter and summer while the solar panels provide shade to 
the southern deck.

This project proves that air conditioning is unnecessary if houses are designed to work 
with their environment, employing simple principles of well controlled cross ventilation, 
good insulation, external shading and sun control.


